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Summer 2022  
Special Persons Camp, Program,  
Volunteers, Job Opportunities, & more!  
We are pleased to announce that Wanake will be 
hosting our summer camp program in 2022! This 
year Wanake’s program will look similar to 2021, 
with one addition- Our Special Persons Camp 
Program will be making it’s return! We are thrilled to 
welcome back this group of campers. We sure have 
missed them!  We will continue to follow all state 
and local guidelines in regards to COVID-19. If you 
are interested in volunteering this summer with our 
program, whether that be with our Special Persons, 
as a camp counselor or somewhere else around 
camp. Please contact Wanake. Volunteers are what 
make our program happen! 

Wanake is also looking for summer staff who love 
God, love kids, and love the outdoors, especially 
counselors, lifeguards, and cooks. We have a variety 
of job opportunities available! Please keep your eyes 
peeled and recommend Wanake to anyone you think 
would be a good fit. Check the website for up-to-date 
information and to apply.

Finally, be sure to 
register campers for 
summer 2022 and 
encourage children 
and teens you know 
to register for summer 
camp! We can’t wait 
to see you in the new 
year!

Winter 2021-2022

Wanake Camp & Retreat Center
9463 Manchester Ave SW 
Beach City, OH 44608

www.campwanake.org
330-756-2333 

Follow us!

How to  
contact us:

Liz and Scott Shipkowski 

Tyler, Olivia and Asher Maarschalk

Wanake Recognized for Partnership  
with a Ministry of Healing  

Warriors’ Journey Home provides spiritual healing and soul 
repair for veterans, families and the community; Wanake 
provides Warriors’ Journey Home with a place, with Christian 
hospitality,  where veterans have space to heal.  In the words 
of one veteran in the program, “Finding and being in this 
Healing Circle where I can speak the truth of war has saved 
my life.”   

In July, Warriors’ Founder John Schluep wrote East Ohio 
Conference Bishop Tracy Malone: “Ms. Julie Lautt, Camp 
Director/Manager, has been an essential collaborative 
“partner” in assisting my organization with specific support. 
The staff of Wanake demonstrate Christian love and 
hospitality to our veterans, which I find to be a universal 
characteristic of every legitimate religion and denomination. 
The veterans we serve directly are dealing with Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder and the Moral Injury.  The focus 
of Warriors’ Journey Home is a healing model following the 
teaching and example of Jesus Christ, and other leaders/
teachers of the faith.” 

“The Wanake staff is honored that this caring organization 
awarded Wanake its Carroll ‘Gene’ Stalnaker Got Your 6 
Award on September 10, 2021,” Julie Lautt said. 

The award derives its meaning from World War I aviators 
who would protect the most vulnerable place of a fellow pilot, 
the blind-spot at the rear of the airplane or the “Six O’Clock.” 

Aviators would simply say to one another, “I’ve Got Your 6!”  

In accepting the award on behalf of Camp Wanake, Julie 
Lautt said, “Wanake’s vision is to provide places, programs, 
and role models away from daily routines and distractions 
for all who seek God to find life change, a new friend, time 
with God and a lot of fun.” 

Warriors’ Journey Home provides three essentials:  
community, ritual, and healing. At Wanake, the veterans 
participate in Healing Circles where they tell their 
own stories—and are heard with compassionate and 
understanding hearts. The focus is open and honest dialog 
in concert with spiritual disciplines. A beautiful tipi below 
the Fellowship House is one place where healing takes root 
and grows. Deeper healing takes place through a day-long 
ceremony using a Prayer and Purification Lodge located on 
the Wanake Campus.   
                                                           Continued...

 $25  Rock Climbing Helmet/ 
Fishing Pole

 $75  Yard Bench
 $80  Cookout Equipment  

(Saws, Pie Irons, etc.)
 $100  Devotional Materials
 $125  Picnic Table
 $150  Retreat Center Mattress
 $200  Rocking Chair made  

from Trex Decking
 $440  Full Week Campership  

(two payments of $220)
 $500  Flat Screen TV
 $600  Outpost Barn Folding  

Dining Table
 $1,000  200 sq ft of Retreat Center 

Decking
 $1,800  Inpost Barn Chapel Stairs  

and Back Wall
 $3,000   Gravel for Roadways
 $4,900  Mosquito, Poison Ivy and  

Tick Control
 $7,000  Retreat Center Furniture
 $15,000  Moody Retreat Center Roof
 $20,000   Siding for Hay Barn at  

the Ranch
 $30,000   Water Tank Upgrades
 $60,000   Excavator
 $100,000  Maintenance Complex

 In kind gifts are welcome!

THE WANAKE  
GIVING LADDER

I would like to support the  
ministry at Wanake:

Name __________________________________

Street __________________________________

City, State/Zip ___________________________  

Phone _________________________________

Email __________________________________

$________ is enclosed

Please clip and send to: Wanake Camp & Retreat Center  9463 Manchester Ave. SW,  Beach City, OH 44608

The Newsletter of Wanake Camp 
and Retreat Center 

Marriages: 
Elizabeth (Liz) Scott (10s)  
married Scott Shipkowski  
on June 12, 2021 

John Patterson (10s) and  
Ashley Castello (00s, 10s)  
 were married on  
September 11th, 2021. 

Births: 
Olivia Maarschalk (10s)  
and Tyler Maarschalk 
welcomed baby boy 
Asher (6 lbs 14 oz, 20 
inches) in to the world  
on October 25th, 2021.

Deaths:
Joan Goodin (40s) died 
on November 9th, 2021 
at 88 years old. 

Wanake Camp and Retreat Center
Wanake Camp and Retreat Center
Camp Wanake 

“ The tremendous cost of war is in human life. But there are a number of people 
who have returned from war and from military service who for them the war 
continues and continues for their families.”  The Rev Dr John Schluep, Founder, 
Warriors’ Journey Home.  

Warriors’ Journey Home:  
Listen, Speak, Heal. 

ALUMNI NE WS 

 __  Camperships to help those who otherwise couldn’t experience camp.
   O Direct Camperships
  O Campership Endowment (Only the interest will be used each year)

 __  Facilities
 __  Where Needed Most
 __  Other: ______________________________________________
 __   I would like to introduce a person who could make a gift  

 to advance Wanake’s Ministry.
 __   I would like to remember Wanake in my will  

(contact Gary Jones at 330-499-3972 ext. 120)
 __  My employer will support a Corporate Matching Gift.



Wanake will be hosting the annual confirmation retreat. During 
the retreat participants will dig into their faith and the United 
Methodist Church. The curriculum will include introductory level 
sessions on the History of the UMC, What United Methodist 
Believe, the Sacraments, the structure of the UMC (UMC Polity), 
Spiritual Disciplines, and Worship. Our teachers are experienced 
United Methodists clergy and lay members who live the faith. 
They make learning fun, insightful and unforgettable! In addition 
to workshops, participants will also enjoy games, music, 
campfires, and activities.

The retreat begins at 7:00 pm on Friday. (Participants are 
responsible for their own supper Friday evening.) The retreat 
concludes on Sunday afternoon following lunch. Participants 
live in a comfortable Retreat Centers.

* One adult chaperone must be present for every 5 youth of the 
same gender throughout the weekend.

Spread the word! If you have any questions, contact Wanake! 

Summer 2021  
What a year!  

75 YEARS OF MINISTRY CELEBRATION  
POSTPONEMENT AND NEW DATE ANNOUNCEMENT!  
Due to the surge of COVID variants and the ensuing uncertainty, Wanake leadership de-
cided to postpone the 75 Years of Ministry Celebration until fall of 2022 for the health and 
safety of everyone involved. The decision was reached through prayer and discernment, 
but came with disappointment and heavy hearts. With that being said, get your calen-
dar out, because the NEW DATE for the celebration is September 9-11, 2022. Check the 
Wanake website for all the latest information and for registration details. We hope to see 
you all in September! 

Several Areas of camp got a face lift with some new paint, including the 
maintenance area, the playhouse and two of our white cabins.  
We would like to thank 
the volunteers that 
came out to help with 
this project  —including 
Woodlawn church! 

Wanake saw a renewed breath of life as the summer 
camp program returned. It was different from past 
summers. However, it was one for the books! We 
could go on and on about the fun that was had and 
the lives that were changed this summer, but we 
think its better said by the numbers. Take a look! 

...Continued from page 1  

Warriors’ Journey Home is a non-political, non-sectarian group. 
Its Founder and CEO, Dr. John Schluep, is a U.S. Army veteran 
and has served churches in Northeast Ohio, taught at Kent State 
University, Northeast Ohio College of Medicine, and consulted 
on several PBS productions.  He holds the M.Div. degree from 
the Methodist Theological School of Ohio and a Doctor of 
Ministry from Boston University.  He retired in 2017 from the First 
Congregational Church of Tallmadge, United Church of Christ 
where he served for 17 years as the senior pastor.  

“In Wanake’s partnership with Warriors’ Journey Home,  
I am reminded of Wanake pioneer Alva Knoll who came  
to Wanake for healing after he was held as prisoner of war in 
the Philippines during World War II,” said Julie Lautt.   
“The healing ministry at Wanake continues.” 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2022 

 Confirmation Retreat  February 25-27
 Volunteer Work Day *  March 19
 Volunteer Work Day *  April 9
 Alumni Work Weekend  April 22-24
 Resurrection Egg Hunt  April 23
 Alumni Work Week  April 25-29
 One Day Adventure  May 14
 Memorial Day Family Weekend  May 27-30
 Summer Camp 2022  June 19–August 5
 Labor Day Family Weekend  September 2-5
 75 Years of Ministry Celebration September 9-11  New  

 Date!

 Womens Spiritfire Weekend  September 16-18

* If you are interested in participating in a  
Volunteer Work Day either as an individual  
or as a group, OR if you would like to schedule  
a workday (week day or weekend) for your group, 
please call 330-756-2333, ext. 106 or email  
sitemanager@campwanake.org.

Check our website for details as they become  
available at: www.campwanake.org

Resurrection  
Egg Hunt and Summer 
Camp Preview Day  
Our annual Resurrection Egg Hunt and 
Summer Camp preview day is back this 
year on April 23, 2022. This is a fun event 
for the whole family, and for anyone who 
is interested in checking out Wanake this 
summer. Wanake is seeking Volunteers 
for the event. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please call 330-756-2333 or 
email shyanne@campwanake.org.

Deck Improvements We have begun work 
replacing the retreat center decks with treks decking. 
Half of Savage and Moody are complete, curtesy of 
the fall nomads project.We are still looking for $12,000 
to complete the rest of the decking and the railing.  

Improvements at Camp
New Gravel
Our roadways are 
an ongoing project, 
this year we added 
limestone. Pictured 
is the teardrop. 

God is  
Nigh Sign  
A drop-in project 
by a retired couple 
(formally NOMADS) 
included a new 
“God is Nigh”  
sign at the entrance  
of the trail to 
Vesper Hill. 

Bathroom  
tile  
was placed on  
the wall of the 
dining room 
restrooms, to 
make clean up  
a breeze. 

1000 s of Meals served and eaten

497 Guests who were not summer campers

369 Wanake Summer Camp CAMPERS - More than

250 Campers reported they grew in their Faith

242 Families Served

100 Marching Band Members

75 Years of Ministry at Wanake!

44 Summer campers each week as an average

43 First Time Commitments to Christ! Praise God!

35 3-day “Discovery Camp” Campers

30 minute Polar bear swims in the pool

20 minute Meal Serve-Outs for groups of 100

15 Worship times each week to praise, worship 
and thank our Awesome God

14 summer staffers

10 Canoes

9 Homes-in-the-Woods

8 Toilets in the NEW Pool Palace 

7 Weeks of camp

6 Camper masks lost daily

5 Swim Times in the Pool each day

4 Cookouts each week

3 Goats, 2 Chickens and 1 Rabbit at the Wanake 
Farm

2 NOMADS on a Drop in Project

1 Wonderful Summer of Ministry with Jesus at 
the Center AND 

0 COVID


